
DR. SONALI CHOWDHRY
schowdhry@diw.de | www.sonalichowdhry.com

CURRENT POSITIONS
Research Associate (tenure track) since 09/2023
German Institute for Economic Research – Firms and Markets Department

Research Fellow since 08/2022
Kiel Institute for the World Economy – Trade Policy Research Center

PREVIOUS POSITIONS
Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellow 09/2022 – 08/2023
European University Institute – Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies

Junior Economist 04/2019 – 07/2022
Kiel Institute for the World Economy – Trade Policy Task Force

Junior Economist 10/2017 – 03/2019
ifo Institute – Center for International Economics

VISITING POSITIONS
The Growth Lab, Harvard Kennedy School 08/2025 – 11/2025
Invited by Prof. Ricardo Hausmann

Centre d’Études Prospectives et d’Informations Internationales (CEPII) 04/2019 – 06/2019
Invited by Prof. Lionel Fontagné

Bruegel 04/2018 – 07/2018
Invited by Prof. André Sapir

HM Treasury, Government of UK 07/2016 – 09/2016
Invited by the Model Unit

EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Economics (Magna cum Laude) | LMU Munich 10/2017 – 07/2022
Dissertation: Essays in International Trade: Firm Heterogeneity and Gravity Applications
Committee: Gabriel Felbermayr, Lisandra Flach, Carsten Eckel

M.Phil. in Economics | University of Oxford 09/2015 – 07/2017
Grade: 68.3% (top decile)
Thesis Supervisor: Kalina Manova

B.A. (Hons) Economics | University of Delhi 07/2011 – 05/2014
Grade: 85.7% (top percentile)

PUBLISHED PAPERS
‘Brothers in arms: The value of coalitions in sanctions regimes’, with Julian Hinz, Katrin Kamin and Joschka Wanner.
Economic Policy 39 (118): 471–512, 2024.

‘Trade liberalization along the firm size distribution: The case of the EU-South Korea FTA’, with Gabriel Felbermayr.
Review of International Economics 31(5): 1751-1792, 2023.

‘Après-ski: The spread of Coronavirus from Ischgl through Germany’, with Gabriel Felbermayr and Julian Hinz. German
Economic Review 22(4): 415-446, 2021.

WORKING PAPERS
‘Quantitative trade with ships’, with Inga Heiland and Hendrik Mahlkow. XYZ, 2026. (Submitted).

‘Renminbi rising? Exporters’ response to China’s currency internationalization’. DIW Discussion Paper 2085, 2024.
(Revise and resubmit at the IMF Economic Review).

https://doi.org/10.1093/epolic/eiae019
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/roie.12690#pane-pcw-figures
https://doi.org/10.1515/ger-2020-0063
https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.903653.de/publikationen/diskussionspapiere/2024_2085/renminbi_rising__exporters__response_to_china_s_currency_internationalization.html


SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellowship 2022
European University Institute (EUR 26,000)

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions PhD Fellowship 2017
Member of EU Trade & Investment Policy Innovative Training Network (EUTIP-ITN)

Rhodes Scholarship 2015
Full tuition scholarship and stipend (GBP 72,000)

Eiffel Excellence Scholarship 2015
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development (Declined)

Emile-Boutmy Scholarship 2015
Sciences Po (Declined)

The Young India Fellowship 2014
Full tuition scholarship (INR 500,000)

Prof. Savitri G. Burman Silver Jubilee Award 2013
Best Student in Social Sciences - University of Delhi

Smt. Malaan Devi Bhalla Award 2013
Best Student in Economics - University of Delhi

SEED & TRAVEL GRANTS
Fellowship for Interdisciplinary Science and Transfer 2025
Joachim Herz Foundation (EUR 15,000)

Young Scholars Travel Fund 2025
DIW Berlin (EUR 2,000)

Seed Grant 2024
Berlin Centre for Consumer Policies (EUR 1,000)

Nominee, 7th Lindau Meeting on Economic Sciences 2022
Lindau Nobel Laureate Meetings (EUR 5,000)

Travel Grant 2022
Joint CEPR – NYU Abu Dhabi Workshop on Globalization (EUR 2,000)

COMMISSIONED POLICY STUDIES
‘Trading partners? Europe’s options against Trump’s tariffs’, with Julian Hinz and Hendrik Mahlkow. Policy report for the
Heinrich Boell Foundation, 2025 (EUR 3,000).

‘An analysis of the implementation of the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)’, with
Julian Hinz, Carsten Brockhaus, Hendrik Mahlkow and Vasundhara Thakur. Independent report for the European
Parliament Committee on International Trade (INTA), 2023 (EUR 13,000).

‘Effects of the AfCFTA for German and European Companies’, with Julian Hinz, Anna Jacobs and Rainer Thiele.
Independent study for the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), 2022 (EUR 22,000).

‘EU-India Trade Relations: Assessment and Perspectives’, with Suman Bery, Alicia Garcia Herrero and Niclas Poitiers.
Independent report for the European Parliament Committee on International Trade (INTA), 2021 (EUR 13,000).

‘Impact of the RCEP Megaregional FTA on EU Trade Policy’, with Gabriel Felbermayr, Julian Hinz and Katrin Kamin.
Study on behalf of the Austrian Ministry of Economics, 2021 (EUR 10,000).

‘Perspektiven einer erfolgreichen europäischen Handelspolitik im Kontext geopolitischer Herausforderungen’, with
Gabriel Felbermayr, Katrin Kamin, Julian Hinz, Anna-Katharina Jacobs, Sandra Kill and Alexander Sandkamp. Study on
behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministry for Digital and Economic Affairs, 2021.

https://eu.boell.org/en/trading-partners
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d8c5a6e6-9e23-11ee-b164-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/de/publikationen/effects-of-the-afcfta-for-german-and-european-companies-26112/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EXPO_IDA(2021)653646
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/de/publikationen/perspektiven-einer-erfolgreichen-europaeischen-handelspolitik-im-kontext-geopolitischer-herausforderungen-26610/


‘Ökonomische Effekte eines „Brexit“ auf die deutsche und europäische Wirtschaft – aktualisierte Einschätzung im Lichte
aktueller Entwicklungen’, with Lisandra Flach, Gabriel Felbermayr, Rolf Langhammer, Jasmin Gröschl, Katrin Kamin,
Feodora Teti, Marina Steininger and Lena Wiest. Study on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs
and Energy (Project No. FA No. 17/17), 2021.

‘Implications of Brexit for India-EU and India-UK trade’, with André Sapir. Confidential study on behalf of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India, 2020 (EUR 10,000).

‘Study on the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement’, with André Sapir and Alessio Terzi. Independent report for
the European Parliament Committee on International Trade (INTA), 2018 (EUR 13,000).

POLICY BRIEFS
‘Trump’s tariffs: What escalating trade tensions with the US imply for EU exporters and supply chains’. DIW Focus 11.
DIW Berlin, 2025.

‘Coalitions for sanctions heighten costs for Russia but burden of implementation should be shared among member
countries’, with Julian Hinz, Katrin Kamin and Joschka Wanner. DIW Weekly Report 8/2024. DIW Berlin, 2024.

‘The economic costs of war by other means’, with Gabriel Felbermayr, Julian Hinz, Katrin Kamin, Anna-Katharina
Jacobs and Hendrik Mahlkow. Kiel Policy Brief, 147. Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

‘The COVID-19 trade contraction: A view from global Shipping, the EU and China’, with Gabriel Felbermayr and Vincent
Stamer. Kiel Policy Brief, Special Corona Update-4. Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

‘A crisis in times of crisis: Combating COVID-19 under sanctions in Iran’, with Anna-Katherina Jacobs and Katrin Kamin.
Kiel Policy Brief, 137. Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

‘The US–China trade deal and its impact on China’s key trading partners’, with Gabriel Felbermayr. Kiel Policy Brief, 134.
Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

‘The US–China trade deal: How the EU and WTO lose from managed trade’, with Gabriel Felbermayr. Kiel Policy Brief,
132. Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

‘The US–Japan trade deal: Narrow scope, wider implications’, with Gabriel Felbermayr and Toshihiro Okubo. Kiel Policy
Brief, 131. Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020.

CONFERENCES & SEMINARS
2025: 3rd CEPR Conference on Macroeconomic Policy in Emerging Markets, FIW Research Conference on International
Economics, Workshop on Economic Security and the Future of the Global Trading System, Harvard Growth Lab
Seminar, Harvard Kennedy School CID Research Xchange Seminar

2024: EUROFRAME Conference on Economic Policy Issues in Europe, EUI-WIIW Seminar ‘Firm-level effects of trade
embargoes’ (discussant), ETSG 2024 Conference, Women in International Economics Conference

2023: EUI-WTI Trade Policy Research Network Workshop, EUI Max Weber June Conference, Robert Schuman Centre
Seminar Series, Berlin Applied Micro Seminar

2022: Goettingen International Trade Workshop, CEPR - NYU Abu Dhabi Conference ‘End of Globalisation?’, Italian Trade
Study Group Conference, Empirical Issues in International Trade & Finance Conference (EIITF)

2021: EUTIP Final Conference (Online), ITFA Conference (Online), Kiel Institute Lunchtime Seminar (Online), ETSG
Conference

2020: Kiel Institute Lunchtime Seminar, Economic Geography and International Trade Workshop, EUTIP-ITN Meeting
(University of Birmingham)

2019: PSE Trade Workshop, ETH Zurich Seminar, Kiel Institute Lunchtime Seminar, Embassy of France (Singapore)

2018: Ifo Trade Seminar, Goettingen International Trade Workshop, Industrial Organisation and Spatial Economics (HSE
St. Petersburg), Transatlantic Perspectives (University of Birmingham), Ifo-EUTIP Workshop

https://www.ifo.de/publikationen/2022/monographie-autorenschaft/oekonomische-effekte-eines-brexit-auf-die-deutsche-und
https://www.ifo.de/publikationen/2022/monographie-autorenschaft/oekonomische-effekte-eines-brexit-auf-die-deutsche-und
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603880/EXPO_STU(2018)603880_EN.pdf
https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.944560.de/publikationen/diw_focus/2025_0011/trump___s_tariffs__what_escalating_trade_tensions_with_the_us_imply_for_eu_exporters_and_supply_chains.html
https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.894073.de/publikationen/weekly_reports/2024_08_1/coalitions_for_sanctions_heighten_costs_for_russia_but_burden_of_implementation_should_be_shared_among_member_countries.html
https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.894073.de/publikationen/weekly_reports/2024_08_1/coalitions_for_sanctions_heighten_costs_for_russia_but_burden_of_implementation_should_be_shared_among_member_countries.html
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/225500/1/1736480774.pdf
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/the-covid-19-trade-contraction-a-view-from-global-shipping-the-eu-and-china-21791/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/a-crisis-in-times-of-crisis-combating-covid-19-under-sanctions-in-iran-21947/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/the-us-china-trade-deal-and-its-impact-on-chinas-key-trading-partners-22048/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/the-us-china-trade-deal-how-the-eu-and-wto-lose-from-managed-trade-22070/
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/publications/the-us-japan-trade-deal-narrow-scope-wider-implications-22092/


INVITED TALKS
2025: Trump’s tariffs: Is the EU prepared? (European Parliament), Reconciling industrial policy and open trade (Hertie
School, OECD, IfW Kiel), EU-India Trade Dialogue (Institute of International and European Affairs), Multilateralism and
EU Trade with the Global South (German Council on Foreign Relations), EU trade policy networking meeting (Embassy
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands), Trading places – The EU’s global free trade agreements in a disrupted world
(Development and Peace Foundation), Impact of US tariffs (Japan Bank for International Cooperation), Industrial policy
and free trade – Managing tensions, exploiting synergies (DIW Berlin-OECD Industrial Strategy Dialogue), Mapping
India’s supply chains (Office of Chief Economic Advisor, Government of India)

2024: World Trade Institute Brown Bag Seminar, Pariser Platz Dialogue

2023: Future of the Global Economy (Rhodes Trust), National Productivity Dialogue 2023 (German Council of Economic
Experts)

2022: Sanctions Policy (DIW Berlin Research Seminar), EU, COVID-19 and the Russia-Ukraine War (Monash University &
EUI), Executive workshop on AfCFTA (UNCTAD & EUI)

2021: The Internationalization of SMEs (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Virtual Summit), Future of the Global
Economy (Loughborough University, UK), Rhodes House Transitions Panel Discussion (University of Oxford)

2020: EU Trade Policy between ‘Chimerica’ and Corona (German Economic Institute), COVID-19 and the Management of
‘Superspreaders’ (Renew Europe, European Parliament)

2019: Open & Inclusive Digital Spaces: The Young-Gen as Architects of the WTO’s Digital Trade Policy (WTO Public
Forum), TRILATTRADE Conference on EU-Japan EPA, Brexit & International Political Economy (City University London),
EU-Japan EPA & Reforming the Multilateral Trading System (Centre for European Policy Studies), Economic Impact of
EU-Japan EPA (Association for Asian Studies Conference, USA), New Multilateralism in Global Economy Conference
(European Council on Foreign Relations)

2018: The EU-Japan EPA – A Springboard for a Freer, Fairer and more Open Trading System? (European Centre for
International Political Economy), International Trade and the EU-Japan EPA (Bruegel)

TEACHING
Guest lecturer | The Hertie School 02/2026 – 06/2026
International Economics (Master-level)

Guest lecturer | Masaryk University 04/2023
Empirics of International Trade (Bachelor-level)

Max Weber Programme Teaching Certificate 11/2022 – 05/2023
European University Institute

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Referee services: Journal of Public Economics, European Economic Review, Review of World Economics, Structural
Change and Economic Dynamics, Applied Economics Quarterly, Economics Letters, Review of International Economics,
World Trade Review, Journal of Industry, Competition and Trade, Politics and Governance

Volunteer services: Ombudsperson at DIW Berlin (since 02/2024), Member of Selection Committee for Rhodes
Scholarships (since 2022), Reviewer for Fulbright Germany (2025), Co-founder and Convenor of Rhodes Economics
Forum (2015-2017), Pro-bono Economic Consultant for Rhodes Scholars’ Southern Africa Forum (2015-2017)

Management: Lead organizer for conference on ‘Lasting impact of crisis responses: Towards sustainable social and
economic governance in the EU’ (European University Institute, 2023), Lead organizer for conference on ‘EU Trade and
Investment Policy’ (Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2020), Vice President of the English Parliamentary Debating
Society, University of Delhi (2013-2014)



BLOG ARTICLES
‘Growing together: Policy considerations for the African Continental Free Trade Area’, with Martina Ferracane and Rohit
Ticku. EUI Ideas Blog, 2023.

‘Sanctions coalitions: Stronger together’, with Julian Hinz, Katrin Kamin and Joschka Wanner, VoxEU Blog, 2022.

‘Open & Inclusive Digital Spaces: Views from the WTO’, with Gerard Masllorens and Tobias Gehrke. EUTIP Blog, 2020.

‘Economics for a different globalisation’, The Rhodes Scholarship Blog, 2019.

‘Trading invisibles: Exposure of countries to GDPR’, with Nicholas Moes. Bruegel Blog, 2018.

PRESS WORK
US trade policy: FAZ, Radio France, Handelsblatt, N-TV, ZDF

Indian economy: Al Jazeera, Die Tageszeitung, The Hindu, Tagesschau

EU sanctions policy: Zeit Online, Deutsche Welle, Der Spiegel, Tagesschau, Svenska Dagbladet, ORF Austria

US-China trade: Bloomberg, Reuters, NTV

Trade agreements and supply chains: Euractiv, WirtschaftsWoche, Deutsche Welle

COVID-19 crisis: Der Spiegel, Handelsblatt, Der Standard, ARD Tagesschau, Der Tagesspiegel, Die Welt

https://euideas.eui.eu/2023/03/27/growing-together-policy-considerations-for-the-african-continental-free-trade-area/
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/sanctions-coalitions-stronger-together
https://web.archive.org/web/20211024021216/https://eutip.eu/open-inclusive-digital-spaces-eutip-views-from-the-wto-public-forum-2019/
https://www.rhodeshouse.ox.ac.uk/blm-covid-impact/rhodes-scholar-blog/archive/economics-for-a-different-globalisation/
http://bruegel.org/2018/06/trading-invisibles-exposure-of-countries-to-gdpr/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/trumps-autozoelle-groesster-schlag-steht-wohl-noch-bevor-110383790.html?share=Email&gift&premium=0xa1559632c8bc6b6981c69b61710f4d83ab4ed9e46ec68865fccf93c247d82028
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/europe/20250328-droits-de-douane-sur-l-automobile-l-allemagne-inqui�te-pour-son-�conomie-apr�s-l-annonce-des-�tats-unis
https://www.handelsblatt.com/dpa/trump-wirbelt-maerkte-durch-warum-zoelle-oft-den-endverbraucher-treffen/30288514.html
https://www.n-tv.de/ticker/EU-Exporte-in-die-USA-koennten-sich-bei-Handelskrieg-halbieren-article25673850.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/wirtschaft/usa-zoelle-trump-welthandel-freihandelsabkommen-100.html
https://taz.de/EU-Freihandelsabkommen-mit-Indien/!6149009/
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/regional/berlin/rbb-berlin-eroeffnet-buero-in-indien-giffey-wirbt-um-fachkraefte-100.html
https://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2022-10/sanktionen-wirkung-russland-iran-studie
https://bit.ly/32pjcPG
https://bit.ly/2ZxfBx5
https://www.tagesschau.de/newsticker/liveblog-ukraine-freitag-191.html
https://bit.ly/2DS8as5
https://orf.at/stories/3291520/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-21/eu-seen-losing-11-billion-in-china-exports-after-phase-one-deal?embedded-checkout=true
https://reut.rs/3fBml2r
https://bit.ly/2C8ElTB
https://bit.ly/30ug9mI
https://www.ifw-kiel.de/de/publikationen/der-schwierige-hoffnungstraeger-26642/
https://www.dw.com/es/el-cambio-clim�tico-pone-en-jaque-ruta-del-canal-de-panam�/a-66603003
https://bit.ly/2CghANi
https://www.handelsblatt.com/unternehmen/dienstleister/tourismus-virenschleuder-ischgl-wie-das-coronavirus-nach-deutschland-kam/25864898.html?ticket=ST-74642-NnFiTSXyAQdZ9qOU3Ffj-ap4
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/coronavirus-ischgl-studie-101.html
https://bit.ly/2WqtbAd
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/wissen/studie-zur-virus-verbreitung-ischgl-war-der-ground-zero-fuer-deutschland/25864796.html
https://www.welt.de/wirtschaft/plus208436325/Superspreader-Location-So-fatal-war-der-Ischgl-Effekt-fuer-Deutschland.html
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