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2nd Kiel-Göttingen-CEPR Conference on China in the Global Economy 
Date:  Berlin, 17-18 July 2025  
Location: Leibniz Association, Chausseestraße 111 (5th floor), 10115 Berlin 
Organizers: Andreas Fuchs, Wan-Hsin Liu, Lei Li, Moritz Schularick, Christoph Trebesch, and  
Xiaohua Yu 

 

Thursday, 17 July 2025 
09:00   Registration and coffee 
 
09:30  Opening by Andreas Fuchs and Rolf J. Langhammer 
 
10:00  Keynote Speech (Chair: Andreas Fuchs) 

Geopolitics and Chinese Education 
Ruixue Jia (University of California San Diego and CEPR) 
 

11:00  Global China Conversation #43 
Industrial Policies: Do Chinese Industrial Policies Work and What Are the   

 Domestic and International Implications? 

Moritz Schularick, President of the Kiel Institute for the World Economy and CEPR 
 RPN Leader 

Sabrina Schulz, Germany Director of the European Initiative for Energy  

 Security 

Heiwai Tang, Director of the Asia Global Institute at the University of Hong Kong 

Moderated by Julia Fiedler, Senior Editor at China.Table 

Organized in partnership with KOF Zurich, TH Wildau, and China.Table 
 

12:00  Lunch 
 
13:00  Research Session 1  

1A: Trade War (Chair: Wan-Hsin Liu) 
From Border to Basket: Pass-Through of U.S. Trade Policy to Consumers 
Liang Bai (King’s College London) 
Co-authors: Torsten Jaccard (University of British Columbia), Sebastian Stumpner 
(Banque de France) 
Discussant: Haishi “Harry” Li (Hong Kong University)  
 
Who Pays for the Tariff? A Tale of Two Countries  
Lei Li (University of Göttingen) 
Co-authors: Chaonan Feng (Beihang University), Liyan Han (Beihang University) 
Discussant: Mengyuan Wang (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics) 

 
Wars Without Gunfire: Global Supply Chain Responses and Adjustments to Technology 
Sanctions  
Yifan Chen (Zhejiang University)  
Co-authors: Shuzhong Ma (Zhejiang University), Heiwai Tang (Hong Kong University), 
Hongsheng Zhang (Hong Kong University) 
Discussant: Holger Görg (Kiel Institute for the World Economy) 
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1B: Development (Chair: Finn Ole Semrau) 
International Transport Infrastructure and Regional Economic Development  
Karsten Mau (Maastricht University) 
Co-authors: Mingzhi Xu (Peking University), Yawen Zheng (Peking University)  
Discussant: Claudia Steinwender (LMU Munich and CEPR) 
 
Does Reputation Matter? Investigating Job Seekers’ Preferences for Chinese 
Employers in Zambia 
Rainer Thiele (Kiel Institute of the World Economy) 
Co-authors: Linda Maokomatanda (Kiel Institute for the World Economy), Kacana 
Sipangule (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam and Kiel Institute for the World Economy)  
Discussant: Tsang Kampui (KU Leuven and UC Louvain) 
 
The Making of China and India in the 21st Century: Long-Run Human Capital 
Accumulation from 1900 to 2020 
Li Yang (Paris School of Economics and ZEW Mannheim) 
Co-author: Nitin Kumar Bharti (New York University Abu Dhabi) 
Discussant: Xiaohua Yu (University of Göttingen) 

 
14:30  Coffee break 
 
15:00  Research Session 2 

2A: International Lending and Trade Finance (Chair: Andreas Fuchs) 
How China Collateralizes 
Christoph Trebesch (Kiel Institute for the World Economy and CEPR) 
Co-authors: Anna Gelpern (Georgetown Law and CEPR), Omar Haddad (University of 
Oxford), Sebastian Horn (University of Hamburg and CEPR), Paulina Kintzinger (Kiel 
Institute for the World Economy), Brad Parks (AidData and William and Mary) 
Discussant: Ryan Weldzius (Villanova University) 
 
The HIPC Initiative and China’s Emergence as a Lender: Post Hoc or Propter Hoc 
Tito Cordella (SAIS and Johns Hopkins University) 
Co-authors: Maia Cufre (Northwestern University), Andrea F. Presbitero (International 
Monetary Fund and CEPR) 
Discussant: Paulina Kintzinger (Kiel Institute for the World Economy) 
 
Boosting Exports or Picking Winners? The Role of Export Credit Insurance in China 
Cong Peng (Peking University) 
Co-authors: Yu Ji (Peking University), Wei Tian (Peking University), Yiqun Zhuang 
(Sinosure) 
Discussant: Yuan Zi (Geneva Graduate Institute and CEPR) 
 
2B: Innovation and Science (Chair: Lei Li) 
The Anatomy of Chinese Innovation: Insights on Patent Quality and Ownership 
Philipp Boeing (Goethe University Frankfurt and ZEW Mannheim) 
Co-authors: Loren Brandt (University of Toronto), Ruochen Dai (Central University of 
Finance and Economics), Kevin Lim (University of Toronto), Bettina Peters ( ZEW 
Mannheim and University Luxemboug) 
Discussant: Laura Hering (Erasmus School of Economics) 
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Great Expectations: Policymakers’ Adolescent Experience and Policy Decisions  
Pinghan Liang (Sun Yat-sen University) 
Co-authors: Jiezhong Shen (Sun Yat-sen University), Yichuan Zhang (Sun Yat-sen 
University) 
Discussant: Richard Bluhm (University of Stuttgart) 
 
Academia’s Response to Authoritarianism: The Mainlandisation of Hong Kong and 
Scholarly Migration 
Christian Lessmann (Dresden University of Technology), Nils Kleimeier (Dresden 
University of Technology) 
Discussant: Gerda Asmus-Bluhm (University of Göttingen) 
 

16:30  Coffee break 
 
17:00  Kiel-MERICS Policy Panel  

Navigating the US-China Trade and Tech Conflict: Time for EU Leadership? 
Bernhard Bartsch, Director of External Relations of the Mercator Institute for  China 

 Studies (MERICS)  
Matthias Krämer, Head of Foreign Trade Policy at the Federation of German  

 Industries (BDI) 
Rolf J. Langhammer, Former Vice-President and Senior Researcher at the Kiel  

 Institute for the World Economy 
Janka Oertel, Director of the Asia Program at the European Council on  

 Foreign Relations 
Johannes Volkmann, Member of German Parliament (CDU) 
Moderated by Anna Sauerbrey, Foreign Policy Coordinator at DIE ZEIT 
Organized in partnership with the Mercator Institute for China Studies 
 

18:15  End of Day 1 
 
  



   

 

4 
 

Friday, 18 July 2025 

08:30  Registration and coffee 
 
09:15   Keynote Speech (Chair: Christoph Trebesch) 
  China: Autocracy 2.0 

David Yang (Harvard University) 
 

10:15  Coffee break 
 
10:30  Research Session 3 

3A: Political Economy (Chair: Gerda Asmus-Bluhm) 
Effects of Trade Barriers on Foreign Direct Investment: Evidence from Chinese Solar 

 Panels 
 Angela Oriana Montti (Comillas Pontifical University – ICADE)  

Discussant: Antoine Boucher (University of Göttingen) 
 
Political Distance and Vessels on the High Seas 
Hanh My Le (TU Braunschweig) 
Co-author: Thomas Schiller (Leibniz University Hannover) 
Discussant: Felix Turbanisch (University of Göttingen) 
 
Role Models or Bad Examples? Foreigners, Corruption Behavior, and Dishonesty 
Lennart Kaplan (University of Göttingen) 
Co-authors: Tunde Alabi (University of Lagos), Holger Rau (University of Göttingen), 
Allen Xiao (National University of Singapore) 
Discussant: Stephen Chaudoin (Harvard University) 
 
3B: From Innovation to Migration (Chair: Xiaohua Yu) 
Air Connections and Innovation: Evidence from Cross-border Patents of Chinese 

 Cities 

 Laura Hering (Erasmus School of Economics) 

Co-authors: Sandra Poncet (Paris School of Economics), Ariell Reshef (Paris School of 

 Economics) 

Discussant: Mauro Lanati (University of Florence) 

 

Defensive Innovation: Technological Rivalry and College Major Choice 

 Zibin Huang (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics) 

Co-authors: Xiaohua Bao (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics), Qin Chen 

 (Metro Data), Lei Li (University of Göttingen), Mengyuan Wang (Shanghai University 

 of Finance and Economics) 

Discussant: Philipp Boeing (Goethe University Frankfurt and ZEW Mannheim) 
 

Mobility Frictions, Partial Migration, and the Distributional Effects of International 

 Trade 

Rui Zhang (Sun Yat-sen University) 

Co-author: Sarah Schröder (Aarhus University) 

Discussant: Zibin Huang (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics)  
 

12:00  Lunch 
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13:00  Research Session 4 

4A: Global Supply Chains and Firm Growth (Chair: Holger Görg) 
Upstream Capital Exports and Firm Productivity in China 
Larry Qiu (Lingnan University) 
Co-authors: Qing Liu (Renmin University of China), Chaoqun Zhan (Sun Yat-sen 
University) 
Discussant: Karsten Mau (Maastricht University) 
 
Estimating Capital-Labor Substitution in China: Evidence from Firm-Level Data 
Yifan Zhang (Chinese University of Hong Kong) 
Co-authors: Lingsheng Meng (Stanford University), Yunbin Zhang (Chinese University 
of Hong Kong) 
Discussant: Rui Zhang (Sun Yat-sen University) 
 
Unveiling the Green Trail: FDI, Global Value Chains, and Firm Pollution in China 

 Finn Ole Semrau (Kiel Institute for the World Economy) 
Co-authors: Holger Görg (Kiel Institute for the World Economy), Lars Hecker (Kiel 

 Institute for the World Economy), Zheng Wang (University of Dundee)  
Discussant: Sarah Schröder (Aarhus University) 
  
4B: Trade and Political Risk (Chair: Lennart Kaplan) 
Trade Interdependence in the Modern Global Economy 
Stephen Chaudoin (Harvard University) 
Co-author: Michael-David Mangini (Princeton University) 
Discussant: Tito Cordella (SAIS and Johns Hopkins University)  
 
A Thirst for Silver: Trade Disruption, Currency Shortage, and the Institutional Cause of 

 Riots 
Yuan Zi (Geneva Graduate Institute and CEPR) 
Co-authors: Ting Chen (Hong Kong Baptist University), Jianan Li (Xiamen University), 
Chong Pang (Hong Kong University) 
Discussant: Li Yang (Paris School of Economics and ZEW Mannheim) 
 
Trademarks as Intellectual Property: Information Frictions, Firm Growth,  and 
Competition 
Claudia Steinwender (LMU Munich and CEPR) 
Co-authors: Laura Alfaro (Harvard Business School and CEPR), Cathy Bao (Beijing 
University of International Business and Economics), Maggie X. Chan (George 
Washington University), Junjie Hong (Beijing University of International Business and 
Economics)  
Discussant: Lei Li (University of Göttingen) 
 

14:30  Coffee break 
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15:00  Research Session 5 

5A: International Order (Chair: Andreas Fuchs) 
The Illiberal Challenge to the Liberal International Order: Evidence from the UN Human 
Rights Council 
Valentin Lang (University of Mannheim) 
Co-author: Christoph Steinert (University of Zurich) 
Discussant: Sabrina Arias (Lehigh University) 
 
China’s Leadership in the United Nations: Image Management and Institutional 
Legitimacy  
Sabrina Arias (Lehigh University) 
Co-author: Rachel Ann Hulvey (Indiana University) 
Discussant: Laura Wedemeyer (University of Göttingen) 
 
International Trade in an Uncertain World 
Ernest Liu (Princeton University) 
Co-authors: Benny Kleinman (Stanford University), Stephen Redding (Princeton 
University and CEPR) 
Discussant: Rolf J. Langhammer (Kiel Institute of the World Economy) 
 
5B: Industrial Policy (Chair: Alina Mulyukova) 
Decoding China’s Industrial Policies  
Ming Li (Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen) 
Co-authors: Hanming Fang (University of Pennsylvania), Guangli Lu (The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong Shenzhen) 
Discussant: Jürgen Matthes (German Economic Institute) 
 
Industrial Subsidies and Retaliatory Protection under the WTO: Lessons from China 
Haishi “Harry” Li (Hong Kong University) 
Co-authors: Yusheng Feng (Hong Kong University), Siwei Wang (Hong Kong University), 
Min Zhu (University of Nottingham) 
Discussant: Ming Li (Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen) 
 
Innovation Under an Ivory Tower: Evidence from National University Science and 
Technology Park in China 
Bing Li (Sun Yat-sen University) 
Co-author: Chi Zhang (Sun Yat-sen University) 
Discussant: Alina Mulyukova (University of Göttingen)   
 

16:30  Closing remarks by Wan-Hsin Liu (Kiel Institute) 
 
16:45  End of conference 
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IMPORTANT NOTES: 

• Plenary sessions and research sessions A will take place in the 5th floor (Leibniz Association) 

• Research sessions B will take place in the 3rd floor (Kiel Institute Berlin Office) 
• 30 minutes are devoted to each paper in a research session. We aim for short initial 

presentations of 15 minutes. Discussants should use 3-5 minutes to open the discussion (no 
slides). The remaining time is for Q&A. We will try to be strict on timekeeping.  

• Both the Global China Conversation and the Kiel-MERICS Policy Panel will take place in a hybrid 
format, with online participation available via Zoom. 

• During the event, we take photos and videos for our public relations work online and in print 
media, including social media channels, and in individual cases pass them on to third parties 
for reporting purposes. If you do not wish to be photographed, please inform one of our local 
employees or send an email to events@ifw-kiel.de. 
 

We are grateful for the financial support by the VolkswagenStiftung in the 
framework of the Momentum project “Tapping innovative data sources to analyze 
the impact of authoritarian states on global development.” 
 

 


