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KIEL-CEPR African 
Economic Development 
Conference (AEDC) 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

Stresemannstraße 94, Berlin 

 

Program 

Day 1 – Thursday, November 13, 2025 
10:00-10:25 Conference Opening 

Room: Konferenzsaal 
Tobias Heidland, Moritz Schularick & Rainer Thiele (Kiel Institute) 
Birgit Pickel (Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) 
 

10:25-11:25 Policy Session “Mutual Interest Aid” 

Room: Konferenzsaal 
Moritz Schularick (Kiel Institute and CEPR) 
Birgit Pickel (Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) 
Jakkie Cilliers (ISS Africa) 
Moderator: Sabine Balk (FAZ) 
 

11:25-11:30 Transition 

 

11:30-13:00 Parallel Session I 
Session A1: Education 

Room: Konferenzsaal 

 

Are Public School Teachers Overpaid? Regression 
Discontinuity Evidence from a Ranked Waitlist in Kenya 
Tessa Bold (Stockholm University and CEPR) 
Discussant: David J. Henning (Oxford University) 
 

Activating Parental Managerial Capital: How Role 
Clarity Improves Education Outcomes 
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Yedomiffi Mahounan (ASE) 
Discussant: Bernd Beber (RWI) 
 

Does Education Make Women Work? Labor Market 
Impacts of Free Primary Education in Africa 
Taryn Dinkelman (University of Notre Dame and CEPR) 
Discussant: Lore Vandewalle (KU Leuven) 
 

Session B1: State Capacity 

Room: Filmsaal 

 
Building State Capacity for Evidence Use: 
Experimental Evidence from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo 
Ghislaine Tegha Megha-Bongnkar (ETH Zürich), Isabel Günther (ETH 
Zürich), Laura Metzger (Radboud University) 
Discussant: Christelle Dumas (Université de Fribourg) 
 

Political Institutions, Informational Environment, and 
Accountability: Evidence from No-Confidence Votes in 
Benin 
Lazare Kovo (ASE) 
Discussant: Gerda Asmus-Bluhm (University of Hohenheim) 
 

Autocratic Rule and Economic Performance: 
Reframing the Loyalty-Competence Trade-off 
Francis William Touola Meda (New York University) 
Discussant: Matthias Schündeln (Goethe-University Frankfurt) 
 

13:00-14:00 Lunch Break 

 

14:00-15:00 Keynote 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

Strengthening Service Delivery through Financial 
Incentives 
Isaac Mbiti (University of Notre Dame) 

 

15:00-15:05 Transition 

 

15:05-16:35 Parallel Session II 
Session A2: Taxation 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

 

Tax Audits and Their Distortionary Effects 
David J. Henning (Oxford University), Joseph Okello (FAES) 
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Discussant: Xavier Giné (World Bank) 
 

Horizontal Inequality in Optimal Taxation: Evidence 
from a Development Context 
Magnus Eldrup (University of Copenhagen) 
Discussant: Maximilian Michael (Kiel Institute) 
 

Carbon Taxation and Firm Behavior in Emerging 
Economies: Evidence from South Africa 
Johannes Gallé (Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research), Rodrigo 
Oliveira (UNU-WIDER), Daniel Overbeck (University of Singapore), Nadine 
Riedel (University of Münster), Edson Severnini (Boston College) 
Discussant: Holger Görg (Kiel Institute) 
 

Session B2: Natural Resources 

Room: Filmsaal 

 

Land Rights Awareness and Community Engagement 
Promote Self-Sustaining Development in Liberia 

Sossou Adjisse (Oregon State University) 
Discussant: Richard Bluhm (University of Stuttgart) 
 

Mining the Constitution: How Does 
Constitutionalization of Mining Law Affect Gold Rent 
Sharing in Africa? 
Mahamady Ouédraogo (Cerdi), Isaac Amedanou (Cerdi), Mamadou Ciré 
Diallo (ALSF), Bertrand Laporte (Cerdi), Bakary Johnson Rouamba (Cerdi) 
Discussant: Rainer Thiele (Kiel Institute) 
 

No Blood in My Mobile: Regulating Foreign Suppliers 
Ninon Moreau-Kastler (EU Tax Observatory and Paris School of 
Economics) 
Discussant: Leander Müller (Technical University of Munich) 

 

16:35-17:00 Coffee Break 

 
17:00-18:00 Parallel Session III 

Session A3: Debt 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

 

Africa's Domestic Debt Boom: Evidence from the 
African Debt Database 
Ugo Panizza (Geneva Graduate Institute and CEPR), Mark Manger (Munk 
School of Global Affairs & Public Policy), David Mihalyi (World Bank), Niccolò 
Rescia (Global Sovereign Advisory), Ka Lok Wong (UNECA), and Christoph 
Trebesch (Kiel Institute, CEPR) 
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Discussant: Lukas Menkhoff (Kiel Institute) 

 
How China Collateralizes 

Paulina Alibhai (Kiel Institute), Anna Gelpern (Georgetown University), Omar 
Haddad (Oxford University), Sebastian Horn (Kiel Institute), Bradley C. Parks 
(Global Research Institute), and Christoph Trebesch (Kiel Institute, CEPR) 
Discussant: Julia Kubny (KfW) 
 

Session B3: Climate 

Room: Filmsaal 

 
Green Hydrogen for Development? Identifying 
Opportunities through Economic Complexity along the 
Value Chain in Africa 
Leander Müller (Technical University of Munich), Florian Egli (TUM) 
Discussant: Lukas Kornher (IDOS) 
 

Firm Structure, Labor Markets, and the Green Energy 
Transition in Low-Income Economies 
Olli-Pekka Kuusela (UNU WIDER) 
Discussant: Johannes Gallé (Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research) 
 

18:00-18:15 Transition and Health Break 

 

18:15-19:15 Policy Panel “Development Finance” 

Room: Konferenzsaal 

Valery Dabady (African Development Bank) 
Thomas Duve (KfW) 
Sarah Langlotz (University of Göttingen) 
Moderator: Rainer Thiele (Kiel Institute) 
 

19:15-20:45 Conference Dinner  
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Day 2 - Friday, November 14, 2025 

09:00-10:30 Parallel Session IV 
Session A4: Finance and Development 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

 

Mobile Money Markets: Evidence from Tanzania and Uganda 

Xavier Giné (World Bank) 
Discussant: Tim Kaiser (RPTU Landau) 
 

Empowering Adoption: Experimental Evidence on the 
Uptake of Nutritional Seeds by Ethiopian Women Farmers 

Robert Lensink (University of Groningen) 
Discussant: Tessa Bold (Stockholm University and CEPR) 
 

Quality Upgrading in the Ugandan Carpentry Sector 

Lore Vandewalle (KU Leuven), Julia Cajal-Grossi (Geneva Graduate Institute and 
CEPR), England Can (University of Washington), and Chris Woodruff (University of 
Oxford and CEPR) 
Discussant: Stefan Klonner (University of Heidelberg) 
 

Session B4: Connectivity 
Room: Filmsaal 

 

Beyond Connectivity: Unveiling the Health Impact of G3 
Expansions in Africa 
Sonia Gabriela Giurumescu (Stockholm University) 
Discussant: Cara Ebert (RWI) 
 

From Phone Access to Food Markets 
Joël Cariolle (Ferdi), David A. Carroll II (Tufts University) 
Discussant: Mark Manger (University of Toronto) 
 

The Death of Distance: Mobile Internet and Political Trust in 
Africa 
Illan Barriola (CRED – Paris-Panthéon-Assas), Rédha Chaba (Université Panthéon-
Assas) 
Discussant: Valentin Lindlacher (TU Dresden) 
 

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 

 

11:00-12:00 Policy Panel “Financial Architecture” 

Room: Konferenzsaal 
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Torsten Beck (European University Institute and CEPR) 
Hanan Morsy (UN Economic Commission for Africa) 
Marcus von Essen (Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development) 
Moderator: Tobias Heidland (Kiel Institute) 
 

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break 

 

13:00-14:30 Parallel Session V 

Session A5: Ethnicity and Policies 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

 

Political Border Designs and the Salience of Ethnicity in 
Politics 
Richard Bluhm (University of Stuttgart), Roland Hodler (University of St. Gallen and 
CEPR), Paul Schaudt (University of St. Gallen) 
Discussant: Tobias Heidland (Kiel Institute) 
 

Salience of Ethnic Conflict and Social Cohesion: Evidence 
from Sub-Saharan Africa 
Galina Vysotskaya (Nova School of Business and Economics) 
Discussant: Sarah Langlotz (University of Göttingen) 
 

Independence Movements and Ethnic Politics: The Mau Mau 
Origins of Ethnic Voting and Distrust in Kenya 
Gerda Asmus-Bluhm (University of Hohenheim), Richard Bluhm (University of 
Stuttgart), Tobias Korn (University of Hannover) 
Discussant: Thomas Gautier (Kiel Institute) 
 

 

Session B5: Monetary Policy 

Room: Filmsaal 

Inflation Targeting and Inflation Performance in Africa: 
Evidence Using a Synthetic Control Approach  
Bao-We-Wal Bambe (University of Nanterre), Ablam Estel Apeti (University of 
Nanterre) 
Discussant: Samedh Sharma (King’s College) 
 

Trouble Every Day: Monetary Policy in an Open Emerging 
Economy  
Giovanni Ricco (École Polytechnique and CEPR), Ekaterina Pirozhkova (University of 
Pretoria), Nicola Viegi (University of Pretoria) 
Discussant: Malte Rieth (Martin-Luther-University)  
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The more, the worse: Central Bank Balance Sheet Policies 
and Excess Liquidity in Sub-Saharan Africa  
Samedh Sharma (King’s College London), Melesse M. Tashu (IMF), Charalambos G. 
Tsangarides (IMF) 
Discussant: Bao-We-Wal Bambe (University of Nanterre) 
 
  

14:30-15:00 Coffee Break 
15:00-16:00 Panel “Africa’s Fintech – New Pathways for Funding, Credit 

and Trade” 
Room: Konferenzsaal 

 
Charles Ackah (University of Ghana) 
Amadou Cisse (African Union) 
Michael Kodom (University of Ghana) 
Cutie Mireku (MTN Ghana)  
Fridah Kibuko (GIZ Kenya) 
Moderator: Aoife Hanley (Kiel Institute) 
 

16:00-16:15 Conference Closing 

  

 


